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ichre an Opinion in that moſt ſtrongly determine 
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Words of Se. But it is very unſaſe to re- 
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plicable and only to be known by Revelation. f 
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judgment and Conſcience. What ſhall we do 
with the learned Labours of the Royal-Sociery; 
the Sarbonne, Bir Iſaac Newton, and others? re- 
ceive them as Helps to find out the Truth, or con- 
demn them for Traitors againſt our private Judg- 
ments. | Oui 19 $444 j+W] 

Muſt all our Volumes of Commentaries on the 
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lence might be conſtrued for Conſent, and ſtand- 
ing Mite be interpreted a T ergiverſation ? Shall 
they be be branded as Abettors I Aris, and muſt 
Mouths be n-uzzted from proclaiming them- 

ſelves the Adorers of Jeſus? | When others are buf- 
tetting and ſpitting in the Face of our Saviour, 
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fined to the Words of the Tranflatör, than to 
the Words of any other Perſon or 'Perſons whatſo- 
ever. my 1 | 

"All I have urged upon this Head, is to deſend 
the Subſcribers in 2 uſe of their Privilege 
from an unhedd of Iinpofttton before, a Neceſſity 
of uſing the Words of our Engliſh Tranſlators or 
mone at all, and to juſtify, The -uſe of - thoſe 
Words that beſtconvey their Senſe, from the horrid 
Imputation of breaking in upon bur never enoug 
contended for liberty of judging for our ſelves. 
Whatever Apprehenſions they have of the 
Words they haye choſen, he Ala les them 
ſtill is free to reject them. - Allow we muſt 2 
Jike Freedom to thoſe that approve them, to erh 
_ brace and uſe them at their en! * Let every 
Man he fully perſwaded in his on Mind. It is 

ie ungqueſtiongble Duty of a Goſpel Miniſter, 66 
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Sale in the Ballance. The Truth to be 1 7 : 
is no leſs than the Common Doctrine of the 
tetnal Trinity : Not therefore à Truth, becauſe 
it is common (though the univerſal Reception, b 
it in the earlieſt and pureſt Ages of S 
the almoſt uninterrupted Continuance of 
all the Churches of Chriſt from the A 2 16. K, . 
. nbt Wholly to be ſet at naught,) but t 1 
Truth, becauſe the Scriptures, are ſuppoſe 
veal it, ,and only to be embraced and 40 
upon that Suppolition. 4 
For tho' I would 50 Contenin that Judgment, 
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it conſiſtent with the "Wiſdom. gd Goodneſs, a 
Faithfulneſs of God to Suffer alt or moſt o 1 
Saints groſly tö miſtake his Mind in a point that, 
ſo nearly concerns his on Honour and their 
vation, yet if I cannot find any Foot-ſte 0 it 
in the Scripture, the Sole Authority of ripture 
ſhall in my Judginerit preponderate all other con- 
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Our Divines with one Conſent * all the Force 
and Vertue of Chriſt's — Sufferings, on 
the adoreable Union between the two Natures, 
well knowing 'that none but God's Fellow: and 
Jaſtice be thought fuffi- 


Hands. It were eaſy to demonſtrate the Influence 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt's: Eternal. Godhead, the 
Imputation of his Righteouſneſs to us for Juſtifica- 
tion, and many other the moſt' momentous Arti- 
ties of our Faith; but I ſpare for the preſent, 
and only argue, if ſo much, not to ſay, the 
whole of the Chriftian Religion, as it ſtands di- 
ſtinguiſhed from natural, depends on this im- 
portant Truth, we ought not to wonder, that a 
Zeal for the Glory of Chriſt, the Intereſt of his 
Kingdom, and the Good of Mankind, has cauſed 
the ſubſcribing Miniſters to uſe their utmoſt En- 
deavours in the propereſt and beft Way, their 
Deſence and Pr Conſciences guided N 


nce and Preſervation. 
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Thus Gentlemen, I have offered to your Conſi 
deration, what I had. to advance on the Behalf of 
our ſubſcribing Brethren. If in any Thing I 
ave given you juſt Occaſion of Offence, I am 
heartily ſorry, wiſh it unwritten. and humbly ask 
your Pardon. I know not that my Pen has dropt 
a Syllable in Prejudice to you and your Cauſe ; it 
it bas, I am ſure it was intended only in Vindi- 
cation of your Brethrens. My Deſign, in Wri · 
ting, was not to exaſperate and enflame, but to 
aſſwage and [ſoften the Spirits of Men. I there- 
fore deſire, That if any Sharpneſs of Style ſhall 
any where ſeem» to bear hard and carry latent 
Reflections, all may be imputed-to a ſole Deſign of 
Aying what might be ſaid in Defence of one Party, 
without the leaſt Thought of oppoſing, much leſs 
of: offending the other. Peace is what I aim at, 
and preſs towards in the whole, as I hope it ſhall 
appear when: I ſtep: forth again in Defence of your 
Cauſe. For I verily believe, both Parties and 
Cauſes are defenſible, both purſuing the ſame glo- 
rious Ends, though in different Paths and Mea- 
ares. And as ſome Things in this Defence of your 
Brethren, may ſeem ſevere and cenſorious againſt 
you, ſo it will unavoidably happen when I come 
to plead in your Defence, and reaſon out the Ju- 
tice of the Cauſe you have eſpouſed, that ſome 
Things will be ſaid, (though void of ſuch Views) 
that will look with a ſevere Aſpect upon the 
Conduct of your Brethren. When J have after 
juſtify ing both Parties in the Affair of ſubſcribing 
or not ſubſcribing (tor the World is nothing — x 
; : .* Cern 
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ed in bes 1 pom and private Indecencies 


* that have paſſed among you, ) offered my Propo- 
os ſals towards an Accommodation whatever be the 


neſt Deſigns and Endeavours, comforting my ſelf 
that I have travelled in the Integrity of my 
Mind, and to ſerve the Intereſt of my God and 
my Fellow-Chriſtians, by contending for Peace 
at or. tao 
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Iſſue; I ſhall reflect with Satisfaction on my ho- - , 
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AGE 7. line 26. for our Read your. 
p. 18. I. 24. for none at, all Read none 
at all, p. 21. I. 21. for that Read the, 
p. 27. I. 26. for that Read the. p. 28. ult. 
for Principle Read Principal. 
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